
 If you renew your 
state license in 2010 be pre-
pared to submit evidence of 
twelve continuing education 
credits.  This comes from the 
recently revised New York 

State Public Health Law Article 
35 which sets the rules for ra-
diologic technologists.   

 The New York State 
Department of Health Bureau 

of Environmental Radiation 
Protection sent notices to all 
registrants due this year to al-
low them time to collect their 
credits for renewal of their state 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 I have been reflecting 
on the completion of the first 
year of my second term.  I have 
tried to do a realistic review of 
accomplishments or lack 
thereof in an effort to develop 
an agenda for the coming year. 

 The best thing we do 
as an association is put on the 
annual conference.  While 
some things always manage to 
surprise us when they do not go 
just right the reviews we get are 
always very favorable.  Great 
speakers keep the audience in 
their seats and the educational 
events that are student oriented 
bring rave reviews. 

 This past year was 
extremely busy for me as presi-
dent because the ASRT has 
sent out new guidelines for 
accountability of affiliates re-
garding chapters and districts.  
In essence the IRS has made 
the ASRT responsible for as-
suring that all not-for-profit 

groups are exercising their 
privileges responsibly.  All of 
our chapter and districts had to 
assure the NYSSRS that they 
are in compliance with tax 
regulations and our bylaws 
requirements. 

 The coming year 
holds some serious issues that 
could seriously impact our pro-
fession in New York State.  
This newsletter has article de-
scribing issues with Physician 
Assistants being given the right 
to perform fluoroscopy and 
another effort on their part to 
have Radiologist Assistants and 
Radiology Physician Assistants 
to the New York State Depart-
ment of health law, thereby 
reducing their privileges.  Read 
on for more information on 
these important topics. 

 Finally, next year is 
an election year.  There are 
opportunities to run for office 
or be appointed to a committee 

or as a committee chair.  It is 
well past the time for some 
serious new blood on the 
NYSSRS board.  It is certainly 
a commitment but as a service 
to the profession, I personally 
have been honored to serve.  
We really hope to find extraor-
dinary candidate who really 
want to put in the extra effort of 
moving the association and 
profession in a positive direc-
tion. 

 My reflection shows a 
pretty clear need for diligence 
and continued motivation to 
take me over the finish line.  
Soon we will issue our annual 
report.  Watch for e-mails or 
mailings from the NYSSRS to 
stay current on all that is hap-
pening with the Radiologic 
Sciences in New York State.�  

Sincerely, 
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will be required to produce 
documentation of 12 credits for 
renewal”.  All technologists 
will be required to accrue cred-
its at the same rate as those for 
the ARRT.  For example, by 
2014 all technologists renewal 
will have to document 48 cred-
its.   

license.  Alex Damiani, the 
recently appointed Principle 
Associate Radiological Health 
Specialist said that “we will 
accept a copy of the card is-
sued to technologists by the 
ARRT.  Those technologists 
not registered with the ARRT 

(Continued from page 1) 
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 Two efforts are un-
derway by the New York State 
Society of Physician Assistants 
(NYSPA) to assume or limit 
responsibilities of Radiologic 
Technologists in New York 
State. 

 First, the NYSPA has 
been pushing legislation that 
would change their law to al-
low them to perform fluoros-
copy without physician super-
vision.  In fact, there appears to 
be a legal determination that is 
being developed to give per-
mission for the Physician As-

sistants to perform fluoros-
copy that will actually bypass 
the existing law that limits 
procedures PAs can perform, 
if other qualified (through 
licensure) personnel can do. 

 The second effort 
underway, although no bill is 
in place in the legislature, 
would move Radiologist As-
sistants and Radiologic Physi-
cian Assistants to the New 
York State Department of 
Health (from the Department 
of Education) thereby limiting 
their ability to perform many 

of the procedures they have 
been educated to perform. 

 President Paulette 
Peterson has stated that the 
NYSSRS, Inc. “will closely 
monitor these developments 
and take vigorous action to 
prevent them from taking ef-
fect.  We intend to issue a press 
release announcing our con-
cerns and mounting an active 
campaign to inform representa-
tives in Albany of these con-
cerns”. �  
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 In a related develop-
ment the ARRT has limited 
the number of credits a tech-
nologist can receive for appli-
cations training to a total of 6 
for their biennium effective 
immediately. �  

��5��
��
6����������
7����	�-
��� ��5���

 Robert Rivera, long 
time member of the New York 
State Department of Health 
Bureau of Environmental Ra-
diation member recently retired 
from his position.  Last Spring 
the board of the NYSSRS 

voted unanimously to recog-
nize Bob as a life member in 
recognition of his diligence 
and service to the profession.  
The presentation of life mem-
bership was made at the annual 
conference this past October. 

 Attending the recog-
nition were Bob’s wife and 
daughter.  A commemorative 
plaque was presented  while 
Bob received a standing ova-
tion from the crowd of well-
wishers.  
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1st Place: Winthrop University  Hosp.  

Michael Finnegan, Mary Perry, Victor 
Pommier and Nsilo Martin,   

3rd Place: Monroe Comm College 

Kristie Dearman, Crissy Calabria, and Paul 
Teague 

2nd Place: Broome Comm College 

Michelle Naylor, Jessica White, and 
Gina Heffernan  
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The NYSSRS Schol-
arship and Education Commit-
tee congratulates the student 
team from Winthrop Univer-
sity Hospital  for taking first 
place in the 2009 Student Quiz 
Bowl competition.  Second 
place was awarded to the team 

from Broome Community  
College.  Monroe Community 
College walked away with the 
third place trophy. Ten teams 
competed from across New 
York state including   

Congratulations to all 

who competed and many 
thanks to moderator David 
Finaldi, judges , Steve 
Herrmann, and Eileen Doyle; 
score keepers Barbara Neu-
mann and Anita Tsang. �  

 

. White Plains this 
year had a lot of competition 
when it came to the essay 
contest. All the essays were 
wonderful and informative. 
The NYSSRS is very proud 
of our future technologist and 
the talent they showed in their 
writing ability.  

 The winners for this 
years essay contest where: 

First place was Megan Kain 
from SUNY Orange  

Second place was Jessica 
Saunders from Monroe Com-
munity College 

Third place was Amanda Rhi-
nehart from SUNY Orange 

Congratulations to all of them! 

 This year was the 
first time we had a poster con-

test! The creativity was incredi-
ble and the competition was 
tough. 

All three poster prizes went to 
Broome Community College! 

Congratulations to them all! 

Committee Co-chair Charles 
Drago expresses gratitude to the 
judges for taking the time to 
judge these contest. 
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Dominick DeMichele, Hildy 
Oberstein Steve Herrmann and 
Barbara Neumann for helping 
secure speakers.  “That is half 
of the work” stated President 
Peterson.  Board members Ann 
Verschuuren and Ken Marti-
nucci also added to the program 
adding their expertise in Men-
toring of students and using 
facial recognition methods in 
properly identifying patients. 

 The first night of the 
conference offered a student 
icebreaker and a general ice-

breaker where attendees were 
able to renew old friendships 
and catch up on the past years 
events.  “Many of us see each 
other on a regular basis” stated 
Peterson, “however, it is good 
to see familiar faces year after 
year who support their society.  
Some of our attendees have 
never missed a meeting since 
the association was jump 
started in the early nineties.” �  

 Dominick DeMichele, 
a Past President of the 
NYSSRS and professor of Ra-
diologic Technology at Broome 
Community College delivered 
the President’s lecture at the 
annual conference in White 
Plains this past October.  
 DeMichele served as 
President from 1998-2000.  
During his tenure the NYSSRS 
celebrated fifty years of service 
to the profession by honoring 
all past presidents.  It was at 
that conference that Melvin 
Thornhill, Past President, along 
with several other past presi-
dents approached DeMichele 

about renewing the lecture that 
had been an annual event back 
in the earlier days of the asso-
ciation.    

 The speaker is se-
lected by the President, not 
necessarily on an annual basis.  
No formal criteria are estab-
lished for the selection process 
although service to the associa-
tion is a major consideration.  
Others selected since the lec-
ture was re-introduced include 
Bob Geiser, Marianne Short, 
Barbara Chakmakjian, and 
Melvin Thornhill. 

 In addition to serving 

in his role as President, Profes-
sor DeMichele has held other 
board positions and committee 
chairmanships.  Currently he is 
serving as a Legislative Com-
mittee Chair. 

 In his presentation 
entitled “Aspects of Diversity 
in Radiologic Technology” 
highlighted the differences in 
personnel and the challenges 
they present in modern day 
imaging departments.  DeMich-
ele was presented with a plaque 
commemorating his recognition 
as the 2009 President‘s Lec-
turer. �  

 Compliments reigned 
supreme from attendees of the 
annual conference that was held 
October 15-17 in White Plains, 
NY.  President of the NYSSRS 
and Conference Chair Paulette 
Peterson stated “it is always 
gratifying to have a year’s 
worth of work pay off with 
positive reviews.  In order to 
get a first rate program you 
have to start looking as soon  as 
the last conference ends”.   

 She went on to thank 
committee and board members 
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Robert Rivera honored as Life Member by NYSSRS Past Presidents  Past President Dominick DeMichele and current Pre-
sent Paulette Peterson  
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meetings, keep in contact with 
NYSSRS Board members, or 
look-up current issues which 
affect our profession through 
the ASRT webpage: https://
www.asrt.org/  (under Legisla-
tive and Regulatory – State 
Legislation and Regulation – 
State Legislation (in Session or 

(Continued on page 7) 

 The NYSSRS annual 
conference always leaves us 
with some good information, 
knowledge, fun, and some in-
teresting stories.  So, as usual, 
the 2009 conference did exactly 
that. 

 This year, in its most 
bittersweet fashion, The Win-
throp University school of Ra-
diologic Technology won its 
second ever Student Bowl 
Competition.  Of course, that 
was the sweet part.  The bitter 
part was this will be their last 
ever win, because after 52 plus 
years, the school will close its 
program, one of the oldest in 
New York State. 

 When David Finaldi, 
the Bowl Coordinator made the 
announcement of Winthrop’s 
win, there was certainly some 
emotion felt in the room.  How-
ever, most felt it appropriate 
that a school, which has been 
such a cornerstone in Ra-
diologic Technology over the 
years in New York State would 
win in their last year.  It also 
marked the second time ever 
that the Winthrop school ever 
won the Student Bowl Compe-

tition, the first time in 2001.  
So, congratulations are in order 
to the school, particularly the 
three student participants: Nsilo 
Martin, Michael Finnegan and 
Victor Pommier. 

 Winthrop University 
Hospital, formerly Nassau Hos-
pital was incorporated in 1896. 
Through the years Winthrop 
has grown to be a 591 bed 
teaching hospital with a full 
complement of inpatient and 
outpatient services, and a deep 
commitment to medical educa-
tion and research. It was 
founded as Nassau Hospital 
1896 by concerned citizens and 
today it is Long Island's first 
voluntary and oldest non-profit 
hospital in Nassau and Suffolk 
Counties.  In 1985, the Hospital 
changed its name to honor one 
of its major benefactors Robert 
Winthrop. 

 The Nassau Hospital 
Department of Radiology in 
1955 offered a varied and 
highly interesting one year pro-
gram of instruction and tech-
nique. That is when the School 
of Radiography at Nassau Hos-
pital began. 

 Although the pro-
gram’s inception was in 1955, 
the two year program began in 
1962-1965. 

 The NYSSRS thanks 
the school for many years of 
service in Radiologic Technol-
ogy. 

 

PROGRAM DIRECTORS, 
Nassau Hospital-Winthrop 
University School of Radiog-
raphy: 

 

1955-61  James Carmadella 

1962-69  Gertrude Dourdounas 

1970-71   Leonard Kaplan 

1971-83   Kathrine Gaynor 

1983-06  Virginia Edele 

2006-10   Mary Jo Perry 

 

* special thanks goes out to 
Michael Berges, MD,RT(R)(T)
(QM),   for supplying the writer 
with the facts for this article. �  

PA's scope of practice (and 
how this gets around our licen-
sure law). At the NYSSRS 
Conference in October, Mr. 
Damiani presented updates 
from the NYSDOH that affect 
our profession. Consequently, 
to keep up-to-date, I would 
emphasize to everyone to at-
tend local affiliate Society 

 In July President Pe-
terson and Joe Whitton met 
with Alex Damiani at the NYS 
Department of Health to dis-
cuss a variety of topics effect-
ing Radiologic Technologists in 
New York State. These in-
cluded: MRI legislation, RE-
CEEM issues, and the addition 
of unassisted fluoroscopy to a 
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ppeterson@monrocc.edu 

kmartinucci@aol.com 

sth9002@nyp.org 

ann.verschuuren@sunyorange.edu 

ljcondon@aol.com 

wooee@yahoo.com 

fmarter@yahoo.com 

Vacant 

barbara.neumann@rochestergeneral.edu 
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President 

President Elect 

1st Vice President 

2nd Vice President 

Director 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Nominating Committee Chair 

Immediate Past President 

Paulette Peterson . . . . . . . . . . 

Kenneth Martinucci . . . . . . . 

Steven Herrmann . . . . . . . . .  

Ann Verschuuren . . . . . . . . . 

Frank Marter . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

William Brennan . . . . . . . . . . 

Linda Condon . . . . . . . . . . . . 

vacant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Barbara Neumann . . . . . . . . . 
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Adjourned). 

 On a national level, 
as was discussed at the Con-
ference, the ASRT informed 
us that the Consistency, Ac-
curacy, Responsibility and 
Excellence in Medical Imag-
ing and Radiation Therapy, 
or CARE bill was introduced 
in the House of Representa-
tives by Rep. John Barrow, 
D-Ga., on Sept. 25 as H.R. 
3652. The CARE bill will 
increase health care quality 
and reduce costs by ensuring 
exams covered by Medicare 
are performed by qualified 
radiologic personnel. 

(Continued from page 6)   The ASRT empha-
sizes that it is the job of all 
radiologic technologists to 
recruit cosponsors for the bill 
as quickly as possible! To 
achieve this goal, it is crucial 
you contact your representative 
today and tell them to call Hill 
Thomas in Rep. Barrow's of-
fice to sign on as a cosponsor. 
If your congressional represen-
tative is a past cosponsor of the 
CARE bill, he or she will be 
familiar with the bill and re-
ceptive to signing on again; 
however, we cannot just rely 
on him or her to automatically 
sign on again. It is important 
that you contact their office so 
they know it is important to 

you. If your congressional rep-
resentative has not cospon-
sored the CARE bill before, he 
or she needs to hear that the 
CARE bill will increase health 
care quality while reducing 
costs from you and your col-
leagues. 

 On a final note, we 
would like to express our well-
wishes for a happy retirement 
to Bob Rivera from the Depart-
ment of Health. Bob was al-
ways very helpful to our soci-
ety and it was great to see him 
honored by the Society at the 
Conference in October. A great 
tribute to a great man! �  


